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e Frilly Leaves * Non-Frilly Leaves * One-Offs 


e Fruits are very characterising, so if you have fruits, even if immature, be sure to take a good 
picture of them to compare with the ones shown. 


¢ Flowers usually form an umbrella of small umbrellas, called an umbel. The 
main hub of the primary umbrella (where the rays meet) can have leafy bits ; 
called bracts (lower red arrows), and the hubs of the smaller umbrellas have their 
own leafy ones called bracteoles (higher red arrow). The presence or not of 
these, and general shape/number, is very characterising, so be sure to take a 
good picture under the flowers to capture both to compare with the ones shown 
(see Hemlock, Lovage & Lesser Water-Parsnip for examples having both). 


Yellow Flowers 
Fennel - Sporadic Escapee : Ratho (Wilkieston Road, Hallcroft Park) and likely elsewhere near gardens (quite a bit in 
North Queensferry). 


Distinctive : thread-like leaves that smell of fennel when crushed. Usually no bracts or bracteoles. 
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Foeniculum vulgare 


White/Pinky Flowers 


Lesser Masterwort - Drumshoreland 2001 (& 1885), Ravelrig 1934, Winchburgh late-1800s. 


d from outside the region. End pic from web. 


Helosciadium inundatum = Apium inundatum « Pic 3 S. Filoche on inpn.mnhn.fr 


Pignut - Frequent in woods : Ratho (Hillwood hill, Norton Quarry N & E woods, track to EICA), Newbridge, Kirkliston 
(Pepper Wood), Almondell, Calder Wood, Clifton Aquaduct Woods, likely many other woods. 


Distinctive with its all-frilly leaves (1,2,4) and white flowers (3). No bracts or bracteoles (3). Compare next. 


Conopodium majus 


Burnet Saxifrage - Greendyke's 
Distinctive with its multi-type leaves (5 


Bing, Balerno; also Ravelrig 1934, and Dalmeny. 
), the lower of broad leaflets, transitioning upwards into narrow divided leaflets; early on just one type may 


be apparent. No bracts or bracteoles (3). Compare prior. 
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Pimpinella saxifraga 


Bur Chervil - Rare : Hermiston 


(East Hermiston Farm, large area near side of field). 


Flowers are few per head (1-3) with bristly bases and fruit (2,5), the leaves coarse-haired (4), the plant rather gangly (1). It has a strong smell when 
rubbed. Bracts 0-1 bracteoles 4-5 (pic 3). The area at East Hermiston Farm may have been cleared of it (absent on last occasions looked). 


Anthriscus caucalis 


Fool's Parsley - Uncommon : Ratho (mostly the wall opposite the church and nearby; one spotted Lidgate Shot), 
Kirkliston, Broxburn, Pumpherston Bing, Balerno. 


Distinctive in flower from the hanging green threads (bracteoles) under the flowers (2). The fruits (2) resemble Hemlock, as does the stem with its 
hairless greyish bloom and purpling. The leaf outlines (4) are like spear heads. No bracts, bracteoles long and hanging (2). 
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Aethusa cynapium subsp. cynapium 


Hemlock - Ratho (old gasworks, cement works entrance & opp (freq), Ratho Golf Club west entrance way), Wilkieston, 
Newbridge, Cliftonhall Road, Craigie Hill (lots), Drumshoreland/Pumpherston, Balerno. 

The plant (5) is completely hairless, the frilly leaves (4) with a very plasticky geometric appearance, the stem usually grey-bloomed with reddening. 
On good ground can grow into very tall plants. Bracts & bracteoles obvious (3). 


Conium maculatum 


Cow Parsley - Widespread in places with some dampness : e.g. canalside, path W from Seagull Trust. 
The stems (5) are short but coarsely-haired, the fruits long (2). No bracts, bracteoles obvious (3). Compare next. 


Anthriscus sylvestris 


Sweet Cicely - Patchily very widespread: Ratho (particularly field edge opp. old entrance to Freelands Road, beside 
concrete by old library, dotted along canal), Addison Farm Road, Newbridge/Kirkliston (e.g. rail path), and many other 


spots. 
The leaves have a white patch though may be very faint (1), the fruits are very large and long maturing blackish (2), the flowers rather frothy- 


looking (1,3,5). The crushed leaves smell aniseedy. Bracts c. 0, bracteoles obvious (3). Compare prior. 
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Myrrhis odorata 


Upright Hedge-Parsley - Widespread : Ratho (e.g. canalside, track to EICA, EICA west road lane, Quarries, and other 
spots), Ratho Station, and many other spots further afield. 
The appressed hairs on all parts including leaves (3,5) are distinctive of Torilis. The maturing flower bases and fruits are hooked (2,3) and the leaf 


outline narrow triangular (4). The flower heads (1) are quite delicate-looking and often have a purply tinge. Bracts & bracteoles, usually narrow (3). 
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Torilis japonica 


Wild Carrot - Patchy : Ratho (Craigpark Quarry park (N edge), canal pathside at Moorings (now gone), Newbridge, 
Kirkliston (New Liston Road), Riccarton (Bus Station & a nearby road edge), Broxburn (Peniel Road), Pumpherston Bing, 
Wilkieston. 

The flower head base has frilly-divided bracts (3), the long-bristly fruit forms a head that closes (1,2). The central few flowers of a head may be red 
(5). The leaves are long and frilly (4) and the whole plant hairy often coarsely. The carrots are narrow and white - the rather unhairy cultivated 
carrot with its orange root is a different subspecies of carrot. Bracts very apparent, bracteoles obvious (3). Ammi majus (in flower mixes) also has 


large divided bracts but the plant is hairless. 
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Daucus carota subsp. carota 


Rough Chervil - Frequent in shade : Ratho (Canal Bridge, Canalside at Walled Garden, Hallcroft Park Close & Green, 


Cement Works west-side path, Craigpark Quarry, Tormain Wood, EICA, Dalmahoy Road near food place), canalside, etc. 
The leaflets have a roundy look but airily held (1,4). The fruits are long and narrow. The stem is solid and often blotchy. Generally coarse-hairy. 
Bracts none or occasionally 1-2, bracteoles obvious (3). 


Chaerophyllum temulum = Chaerophyllum temulentum 


Non-Frilly Leaves 


¢ Here the leaflets are broad and poorly divided, or without leaflets (just simple leaves). 


Yellow Flowers 


Wild Parsnip - Dry poor soils : Ratho (Hillwood Quarry), Newbridge (Roundabout NE side), Gogar (Roundabout), Wester 


Hailes (canalside esp. at a bridge). 
Yellow flowers (1,3) with large leaves (4) and flat seeds (2). The leaves smell parsnippy when crushed which will confirm if you just have an early 
leaf rosette. The cultivated forms are often much less hairy than the wild ones (5). Parsnip can cause burns like Giant Hogweed. Bracts & bracteoles 


a few or none (since they fall) 


Pastinaca sativa 


Alexanders - Ratho (canalside at Moorings). 


Distinctive with its large glossy leaves (1,4), the plant entirely hairless. The fruit (2) has a very distinctive shape. Bracts & bracteoles absent or not 
obvious (3). 


Smyrnium olusatrum 


White Flowers 


Wild Angelica - Widespread in permanently damp spots : e.g. canalside. 

The leaf bases are strongly inflated (5) and the leaves divided many-fold into leaflets (4). The flower heads tend to be domed (1), and the stems 
sometimes purple (leaves sometimes purple also). Bracts few or none (fall early), bracteoles obvious & v. narrow (3). 

Sa } ; i oe EN Le 


¥ ] 


=) 


ee ee et) 


Angelica sylvestris 


Common Hogweed - Widespread (e.g. canalside). 

The outer petals of each flower are enlarged and split (3,5), a feature shared with Giant Hogweed. Flowers usually white but may be pinky (5), 
stems usually greenish but may be uniformly or striated maroon, however not blotchy. The leaves are extremely variable (a good selection depicted) 
but do not get phenomenally large and are usually noticeably hairy and lacking incised parts, the plant may be spreading or narrow and tall. In some 
places in Britain its leaves grow as narrow parted strips (var. angustisectum) (Row 3 Col 4), which was recorded in Kirkliston 1934. The last leaf 
picture (Row 4 Col 1) could conceivably be a hybrid with Giant Hogweed. Bracts few or none, bracteoles present (3, shows bracteoles). Compare the 


next. 
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Heracleum sphondylium subsp. sphondylium 


Giant Hogweed - Widespread in damp(ish) spots in Ratho and further afield. It forms huge areas by both the Gogarburn 
just NW of the Gogar tram stop, and also in Hermiston in the W of the underpass to Lochside Avenue. 

The leaves become large like rhubarb leaves, and the plant can become tall (to 5 m in shade). Like the prior the outer petals are split (3) and fruits 
flat (2) but the stems are usually red-blotched (5) the flower heads are much larger (1) and the mature leaves shiny and more incised (4). The sap 
photosensitises skin causing it to blister, avoid particularly getting in the eyes. The plant is actually an umbrella name for a cluster of closely-related 


species, all living for some years but some die when they flower and others are perennial. Bracts & bracteoles, several narrow. Compare prior. 
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Heracleum mantegazzianum 


Hemlock Water-Dropwort - Ratho (canal at Moorings), Edinburgh Park (Loch Ross), Dalmeny (coastline). 
Forms a diffuse presentation of leaflets (1,4), the plant completely hairless, the anthers are dark (3), the sub-umbels rounded not flat-topped (1,3). 


Exceptionally poisonous. Bracts & bracteoles present (2). 
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Oenanthe crocata 


Burnet Saxifrage - Greendyke's Bing, Balerno; also Ravelrig 1934, and Dalmeny. 
Distinctive with its multi-type leaves, the lower of broad leaflets, transitioning upwards into narrow divided leaflets; early on just one type may be 
apparent or obvious (2). Bracts & bracteoles absent (3). 
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Pimpinella saxifraga 


Lesser Water-Parsnip - Dalmahoy (by burn & golf course pond 1956, also 1970s in that area). 

Similar to the next but bracts under the flowers (3), leaves (1) with more leaflet pairs (5-10 v 2-4(6)), a dirtier green (v fresh), more-pointed teeth 

(5) (v bluntish), leaves more orderly (1,4), flower heads denser (1,3). Bracts & bracteoles obvious (3). 
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Berula erecta 


Fool's Water-Cress - 1934 Drumshoreland & Almondell. 


Similar to prior but bracts lacking under the flowers (3), leaves (1) with fewer leaflet pairs (2-4(6) v 5-10), a fresher green (v dirtier), blunter teeth 


(5) (v more pointed), leaves less orderly (often straggly) (1,4), flower heads lax (2,3,4). Bracts none or few, bracteoles obvious (3). 


Helosciadium nodiflorum = Apium nodiflorum 


Ground Elder - Widespread particularly in wood shade e.g. canalside. 
The leaves are formed of three parts each divided into three leaflets (2) however the leaflets may not grow properly on one or both sides and can 


appear as lobes (4). Bracts & bracteoles usually absent (3). 


Aegopodium podagraria 


Sanicle - Ratho (records in 2000s), Addiston (woods by paintball), Linburn (wood), and various other nearby woods. 
Distinctive, although when just in leaf may look like a hardy Geranium, however the leaf edges are finely serrated. Bracts & bracteoles present (3). 


Sanicula europaea 


Marsh Pennywort - Ravelrig Hill 1993. 


Distinctive. May look like Navelwort (Wall Pennywort) however the leaves are evenly distributed due to runners. The flower clusters are tiny (3). 
Bracteoles tiny (3). 


Hydrocotyle vulgaris 


One-Offs 


Parsley - Casual Escapee : Ratho & Gogar 1934. Can escape any time. 


Fairly distinctive wi (3). 


Petroselinum crispum 


Celery - May Escape. 


Celery has not specifically been seen wild in Ratho, but in places it is grown (here in Edinburgh) it can spawn a lot of baby plants down the 


pavement side. Hairless, flowers white (compare Parsley and Lovage yellow). Bracts & bracteoles absent, but small leaves close by (3). 
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Apium graveolens 


Lovage - Gardens (may escape). 


Distinctively shaped leaflets (1,4). Bracts & bracteoles very obvious (3). 
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Levisticum officinale 


Shepherd's-Needle - Kirkliston & South Queensferry 1934. 


Distinctive when in fruit with its fruits forming "knitting needles", the leaf bases enlarged with long-hairy margins (5). Bracts usually none, 


bracteoles obvious (3). 


Scandix pecten-veneris 


Caraway 
Kirkliston pre-1934 


Bracts & bracteoles absent to few. 


Greater Bur-Parsley 
Kirkliston 1934 


Much more common in the past in 
Britain, rare nowadays. 


Greater Burnet-Saxifrage 
Ravelrig 1934 


Bracts absent, bracteoles usually 
absent. 


False Thorow-Wax 
Dalmahoy 1974 


Leaves are elongated compared to 
Thorow-Wax. 


Carum carvi 


Pic: O. Tackenberg on i-flora.com 


Turgenia latifolia 


Pic: Pavel Vasely on padias.cz 


Pimpinella major 


Pic: Michael Kesl on biolib.cz 


Bupleurum subovatum 


Pic: on florealpes.com 


Astrantia - May escape. 


Grown in gardens and could escape (this example from Stockbridge). Here the large white ‘petals’ are actually the bracteoles, but white instead of 


(5). 


obvious (3). 
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Astrantia major subsp. major 


